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JERUSALEM IN BIBLE TIMES 



PROFESSOR LEWIS BAYLES PATON, PH.D., D.D. 
Hartford Theological Seminary 



III. THE SPRINGS AND POOLS OF ANCIENT JERUSALEM 

Closely connected with the question of the valleys of Jerusalem 
is the question of the springs and pools. There are only two real 




THE VIRGIN'S FOUNTAIN 

springs in the neighborhood of the city. The first of these is 'Ain 
Urn ed-Derej, "Spring of the Mother of Steps," as it is called by the 
Moslems; or 'Ain Sitti Maryam, "Spring of the Lady Mary," as it 
is called by the Christians. This lies on the west side of the W&dy 
Sitti Maryam, a short distance from the southeast corner of the 
modern city wall. At present the ground is so filled up with rubbish 
that the spring itself can be reached only by descending a flight of 
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steps. The rock-cut tunnel which leads from it to Siloam draws off 
the surplus water, so that now it never overflows. In ancient times, 
however, before the tunnel was constructed, it must have overflowed 
into the adjacent valley. Owing to some siphon-like formation of the 
caverns through which the water comes, this spring is intermittent, 
and this characteristic causes it to be regarded with superstitious 
reverence. 
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JOB'S WELL 



The second spring is Bir-Eiyub, or "Job's Well." This lies in 
the Wady en-Nar, a short distance below the junction of the W&dy 
Sitti Maryam and the Wady er-Rababi. A deep accumulation of 
rubbish has buried it far beneath the present level of the ground, so 
that it seems more like a well than a fountain. But in the rainy 
season it still overflows, and in ancient times it probably ran at all 
seasons of the year. 

Job's Well and the Virgin's Fountain are the only places near 
modern Jerusalem to which the name "spring" can properly be 
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applied. All other sources of water are reservoirs or cisterns. There 
is no reason to suppose that the conditions were different in ancient 
times; so that whatever springs are mentioned in the Old Testament 
will have to be identified with one or other of these two. 

'Ain Silw&n lies at the junction of the middle valley, El- Wad, with 
W&dy Sitti Maryam. In spite of its name, it is not a true spring, 
since it is fed by the tunnel from the Virgin's Fountain. In the 
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'AIN SILWAN 



Jerusalem Volume of the Palestine Exploration Fund (p. 345) it is 
thus described: 

The present pool consists of modern masonry, measuring 55 feet north and 
south, by 18 feet east and west, and having its bottom at a level 2,086 feet above 
the Mediterranean. The average depth is 20 feet, and on the north an archway 
5 feet wide appears, leading to a small vault 12 feet long, in which is a descent 
from the level of the top of the pool to the level of the channel supplying it. This 
vault is modern, and the old mouth of the rock -cut channel has been stopped 
up on the east side of the present pool, the water now being admitted farther 
west under the vault. The recent explorations of Dr. Guthe prove that the pool 
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was originally much larger and cut in rock. On the east it probably extended 
to the present rocky scarp, in which a channel is now cut connecting with the 
lower pool, formed by a strong masonry dam at the mouth of the Tyropoeon 
where it opens into the Kidron valley. The date of the masonry of this dam, 
which is about a hundred yards southeast of the pool, is unknown; but it is 
extremely massive, and probably of great antiquity. 

The lower pool is now known as Birket el-Hamra, "the Red Pool" 
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BIRKET EL-HAMRA 



It has lately been fenced with a high wall for use as a garden, and 
the water of the upper pool no longer flows into it. 

Two large pools are formed by dams built across the W&dy er- 
Rab&bi, or Hinnom Valley. The lower one, which lies opposite 
the southwest corner of the modern city wall, is 550 feet long by 220 
feet broad. It is hewn out of the solid rock that forms the bottom 
of the valley, and the dam at the southern end is so massive that it is 
traversed by the carriage road that goes from Jerusalem to the railway 
station and to Bethlehem. It is now known as Birket es-Sult&n, or 
"the Sultan's Pool." The other pool, Birket Mamilla, lies at the 



JERUSALEM IN BIBLE TIMES 



173 



head of the W&dy er-Rab&bi in the midst of a Moslem cemetery. It 
is 290 feet long by 190 feet broad. It is partly hewn out of the rock 
and partly inclosed with walls of masonry. From it a conduit leads 
through the depression south of the Jaffa Gate to the so-called Patri- 
arch's Pool in the heart of the city. There is no trace of springs in the 
vicinity of either of these pools, and they are supplied only by the 
rain-water which is gathered into them from the slopes of the valleys. 




Photograph by L, B. Paeon 



BIRKET ES-SULTAN 



Traditionally they are identified with Upper and Lower Gihon of the 
Old Testament. 

Birket Hamm&m el-Batraq, or "the Pool of the Patriarch's Bath," 
lies a short distance east of the Jaffa Gate in the corner formed by the 
junction of David Street and Christian Street. It is 240 feet long 
by 140 feet broad. In winter it is filled with rain-water gathered in 
the Birket Mamilla and brought down thence through the. conduit, 
but in summer only a little foul-smelling and dirty water remains 
that is a choice breeding-ground for the malarial mosquito. The 
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traditional Christian name for this reservoir is "the Pool of 
Hezekiah." 

A sixth main pool lies north of the Haram inclosure and is known 
as Birket Isra'in, or "the Pool of Israel." It lies in the bed of the 
west arm of the Kidron valley that traverses the northeast quarter of 
the city, at a depth of 68 feet below the level of the top of the Haram 
platform. It measures 360 feet by 130. Its traditional Christian 
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BIRKFT MAMILLA 



name is "the Pool of Bethesda." The other pools of Jerusalem are 
scarcely more than cisterns and do not need to be enumerated here. 

It remains now to determine with which of these springs and pools 
the springs and pools of ancient Jerusalem are to be identified. 

1. En-Rogel. — Two springs near Jerusalem are mentioned in the 
Old Testament, En-Rogel and the Gihon. These cannot have been 
different names for the same place, because in I Kings, chap. 1, the 
coronation of Adonijah takes place at En-Rogel, while that of Solo- 
mon is going on at Gihon. The name En-Rogel has been inter- 
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preted as meaning "the Well of the Spy" or the "Fuller's Well;" 
but these explanations are uncertain and, therefore, throw no light 
upon its location. According to Josh. 15:7; 18:16, the border-line 
between Judah and Benjamin went down the Valley of Hinnom 
as far as En-Rogel, whence it passed across the mountain eastward 
to En-Shemesh — that is, the "-Apostles' Fountain" upon the road 
to Jericho. If the Hinnom be identified with the Wady er-Rababi, 
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THE PATRIARCH'S POOL 

as we have seen to be most likely, then En-Rogel must be identi- 
fied with Bir-Eiyftb which lies at the mouth of this valley. It can be 
identified with the Virgin's Fountain only upon the hypothesis that 
the Hinnom is the W&dy Sitti Maryam — a view that it is impossible 
to defend. Even if the theory be adopted that the Hinnom is the 
modern El- Wad, En-Rogel will still have to be Bir-Eiyfib, since this 
lies near the mouth of this valley. 

According to II Sam. 17:17, "Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed by 
En-Rogel; and a maid-servant used to go and tell them; and they 
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went and told King David: for they might not be seen to come into 
the city." These statements are much more consistent with the 
location of En-Rogel at Job's Well than at the Virgin's Fountain. 
Job's Well is near enough to Jerusalem to be reached easily on foot, 
and yet it is out of sight of the city around a turn in the valley. The 
Virgin's Fountain, which lies immediately outside of the city, and is 
a resort of the citizens who come to draw water, is too public a place 
for the spies to have chosen as a rendezvous. Btr-Eiylib, accord- 
ingly, meets all the conditions in the case, while the Virgin's Fountain 
does not meet them. 

The same is true of the statement of I Kings 1:9, that " Adonijah 
slew sheep and oxen and fatlings by the stone of Zoheleth, which is 
beside En-Rogel; and he called all his brethren the king's sons, 
and all the men of Judah the king's servants." Adonijah wished to 
select a place near enough to Jerusalem for him to gather his forces 
easily and to seize the city quickly after he had been proclaimed 
king. At the same time, he was anxious to be sufficiently far away to 
have his movements unobserved until the coup d'etat was effected. 
Blr-Eiyfib meets all the conditions; it is accessible to Jerusalem, 
and yet is out of sight of the city. Springs from time immemorial were 
holy places in the estimation of the ancient Hebrews, and conse- 
quently this was an appropriate spot for the killing of sacrifices 
and the inauguration of a king. The only objection that can be 
made to this identification is the mention of the "stone Zoheleth 
which is beside En-Rogel." In the modern village of Silw&n, which 
Ues east of the Virgin's Fountain, Clermont- Ganneau discovered 
that a steep rock up which the women carry their water-skins is known 
by the name of Zahweleh, which is etymologically a possible equiva- 
lent of the Hebrew Zoheleth. On this he based the theory that 
En-Rogel is the adjacent Virgin's Fountain. This view has been 
followed by Warren and Conder, but the evidence is insufficient to 
prove the theory. The name Zahweleh is used by Palestinian vil- 
lagers for any slide or steep declivity, so that there is nothing to connect 
it with the particular stone Zoheleth mentioned in I Kings 1:9. 
Moreover, the stone Zoheleth was evidently an altar on which Adonijah 
sacrificed sheep and oxen 3 while the Zahweleh is a sort of staircase 
ascending the cliff. Even if the identity of the name Zahweleh with 
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Zoheleth can be established, there are so many instances of the shift- 
ing of names from one locality to another that no certain conclusions 
can be based upon this identification. There is no reason, therefore, 
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THE ZAHWELAH IN THE VILLAGE OF SILWAN 



why one should depart from the conclusion demanded by the passages 
just cited, that En-Rogel is identical with Bir-Eiytib. 

2. The Gihon. — If En-Rogel is Bir-Eiyfib, then Gihon must be 
the other of the two modern springs of Jerusalem — namely, the 
Virgin's Fountain. This identification is confirmed by all the Old 
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Testament references. The name Gihon means "gusher." This 
is applicable only to an intermittent spring, such as the Virgin's 
Fountain. Nowhere in the Old Testament is Gihon specifically 
called a "spring," but its name is sufficient evidence of its character, 
and Josephus (Ant., vii, 14:5) calls it a "fountain." It is first men- 
tioned in I Kings 1 : 33 at the time of Adonijah's attempted revolution, 
when David commanded his servants to bring Solomon down to 
Gihon and there anoint him king. Near by were Adonijah and his 
company at En-Rogel, who heard the shouts of the people with Solo- 
mon and scattered in confusion. David had no reason for fearing 
to send his son to be crowned at the nearest spring, so that, if Adonijah 
selected the more remote En-Rogel, he would naturally select the 
Virgin's Fountain. This was convenient to the city and was doubt- 
less just as holy as En-Rogel. The turn in the valley prevented the 
conspirators with Adonijah from seeing any thing that went on at the 
Virgin's Fountain, but when the new king was greeted with shouts, 
the distance was so short that they heard the noise. All the conditions 
of the story are met, accordingly, by the assumption that En-Rogel, 
where Adonijah was, was Bir-Eiy1lb, and Gihon, where Solomon was, 
was the Virgin's Fountain. The theories of Robinson, Lewin, and 
Warren which identify Gihon with the tank of stagnant water known 
as Birket es-SuMn or with Birket Mamilla, the other reservoir on 
the west side of the city, fail to recognize that Gihon was a spring, 
and that these reservoirs are too far away from En-Rogel for Adonijah 
to have heard anything that went on at them. These pools are prob- 
ably both of late origin; but even if they were ancient, there was 
nothing about them to make them holy places to which a king would 
be taken for coronation. 

In II Chron. 32:30 we are told that "Hezekiah also stopped the 
upper outflow of the waters of Gihon and brought them straight 
down to the west side of the City of David." This passage implies 
that the Gihon was a fountain, and hence forbids its identification with 
any reservoir. It states that Hezekiah stopped the overflow of this 
spring outside of the city and brought the water to the west side of 
the City of David. It is impossible to refer this to anything else than 
a blocking-up of an old watercourse still visible on the surface of the 
ground outside of the city wall, and the construction of the tunnel 
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through the rock which now conducts the water of the Virgin's Foun- 
tain to the Pool of Silw&n. This tunnel is also referred to in II Kings 
18:17; 20:20; Isa. 22:9, n; II Chron. 32:4. 

In II Chron. 33:14 we are told that "Manasseh built an outer 
wall to the City of David, on the west side of Gihon in the brook." 
The nahal, or "brook," as we have seen, is the name constantly- 
applied to the valley of the Kidron, or Wady Sitti Maryam. If Gihon 
lay in the Kidron valley, it must be identified with the Virgin's 
Fountain. 

3. The Pool of Siloam. — The name Shiloah, or Siloam, is the 
exact equivalent of Silw&n, the name now applied to the pool at the 
mouth of El-W&d that is fed by the tunnel from the Virgin's Fountain. 
All the ancient references agree with this identification. Isa. 8:6 
speaks of "the waters of Shiloah that go softly." In Neh. 3:15 the 
Pool of Shelah, or Siloam, is mentioned as lying between the Fountain 
Gate and the King's Garden. The Fountain Gate is known to have 
been situated at the southern extremity of the city, and the King's 
Garden was the fertile, well-watered tract that lies at the junction 
of the Tyropoeon Valley with the valley of the Kidron. Siloam is also 
mentioned in Luke 13:4 and in. John 9:7, but these passages throw 
no light upon its location, except that in John the name "Pool of 
Siloam" corresponds with the fact that 'Ain Silw&n is not a fountain, 
but a reservoir fed by the conduit from Gihon. Josephus (Wars, 
v, 4:1) states that Siloam lay at the southern end of the Tyropoeon 
Valley, and describes it as a fountain with much sweet water. In 
Wars, v, 9 '.4, he describes it as a spring outside of the city. In Wars, 
v. 4: 2, he names it as the southern point at which the wall bent around 
(cf. Wars, v, 12:2; ii, 16:2; v, 6:1; vi, 7:2; vi, 8:5). These pas- 
sages all indicate that he located Siloam in the same place as the 
modern Pool of Silw&n. In regard to this identification there is no 
dispute among topographers. 

This pool is also referred to in II Kings 20:20, where it is said of 
Hezekiah: "He made the pool and the conduit and brought water 
into the city." The " conduit " is the Siloam Tunnel, and the " pool" 
is the Pool of Siloam into which the tunnel empties. In Neh. 2 : 14 
it is called "the King's Pool," either because it was built by King 
Hezekiah, or because it was adjacent to the King's Gardens. In 



180 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

Isa. 22:9, 11 it is said: "Ye stopped the waters of the lower pool. 
Ye made also a reservoir between the two walls for the water of the 
old pool." The "lower" or "old" pool can be only the Birket el- 
Hamra, or Lower Pool of Siloam, which, before Hezekiah's tunnel 
was made, was filled from the Gihon, or Virgin's Fountain, by a 
conduit on the surface of the ground on the west side of the Kidron 
Valley. The new "reservoir between the two walls" can be only the 
Upper Pool of Siloam, into which the water was diverted from the 
"old pool" by Hezekiah's tunnel. 

Isa. 7 : 3 speaks of " the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of 
the fuller's field." This "upper pool" one would naturally suppose 
to be the Upper Pool of Siloam that is fed by the Siloam Tunnel, 
except that Isa., chap. 7, belongs to the reign of Ahaz, while the 
Siloam Tunnel was constructed by Hezekiah. Unless the writer of 
Isa., chap. 7, employs the name "conduit of the upper pool"prolepti- 
cally, we shall have to assume that the "upper pool" here means 
the Gihon, from which the old surface conduit that preceded Heze- 
kiah's tunnel led to the "lower pool." This will also be the meaning 
of II Kings 18: 17 = Isa. 36:2 which speaks of Sennacherib's mes- 
sengers to Hezekiah as standing "by the conduit of the upper pool 
which is in the highway of the fuller's field." 

4. The Pool 0} Bethesda. — In John 5 : 2 we are told : 
Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep .... a pool, which is called Be- 
thesda, 1 having five porches. In these lay a multitude of them that were sick, 
blind, halt, and withered. And a certain man was there which had been thirty 
and eight years in his infirmity. When Jesus saw him lying, and knew that he 
had been now a long time in that case, he said unto him, Wouldest thou be made 
whole ? The sick man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is 
troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another steppe th 
down before me. Je»us saith unto him, Arise, take up thy bed, and walk. 

Our only clues to the location of this pool are, that it was near some- 
thing connected with sheep; that it had five porches large enough 
to hold a multitude of sick people; that its waters flowed intermit- 
tently; and that it lay outside of the city, so that Jesus was violating 
the Jewish sabbath law in telling the lame man to carry his mat to his 
house. On the hypothesis that the Sheep Gate in the north wall of 
the Temple lay near it, Bethesda has been traditionally identified 

1 Some manuscripts read Bethsaida; others, Bethzatha. 
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with Birket Isra 'in north of the Haram area ; but it is not at all certain 
that the thing connected with sheep was the Sheep Gate, and the 




THE CRUSADERS' POOL OF BETHESDA 



traditional identification does not make its appearance until a late 
date. The excavations of the White Friars near the church of St. 
Anne north of Birket Isra 'in have disclosed a large vaulted cistern, 
which the Crusaders supposed to be the Pool of Bethesda, and over 
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which they built a church. This cistern lay outside of the city wall 
in the time of Christ, but it has not five porches capable of accommo- 
dating a multitude of people, and its waters never flowed intermit- 
tently. The Virgin's Fountain is the only intermittent spring in 
the vicinity of Jerusalem, and therefore Bethesda is probably to be 
located at this point. It is true that no remains of porches are to be 
seen here, but excavations have never been made, and it is possible 
that such remains exist buried beneath the deep accumulation of 
debris that now surrounds this fountain. 2 

5. The Pool Struthius is mentioned by Josephus (Wars, v, 11:4) 
as lying near to the Tower of Antonia. Apparently it is identical 
with Birket Isra'ln, which lies east of the site of Antonia and north 
of the Temple. 

6. The Pool Amygdalon. — In Wars, v, 11:4, Josephus says that 
the tenth legion of Titus' army, after the capture of the two outer 
walls on the north, was encamped at a long distance from the Pool 
Struthius at the Pool Amygdalon. This seems to indicate that 
Amygdalon is identical with Birket Hamm&m el-Batraq, or "the 
Patriarch's Pool. " 

7. The Serpents Pool, — In Wars, v, 3:2, Josephus states that 
Titus "made all the places level from Scopus to Herod's Monu- 
ments, which adjoined to the pool called the Serpents' Pool." This 
seems to show that the Serpents' Pool is identical with the modern 
Birket Mamilla. 

2 See the valuable article on "The Pool of Bethesda," by Dr. E. W. G. Masterman, 
in the Biblical World, February, 1905. 



